In [2] , this invariant is studied and theorems are obtained which bear on the study of X x f groups of homeomorphisms, homological group theory and knot theory. Most of these results come from the following theorem. Let G(X) be the group of homeomorphisms of a manifold X> and let Go(X) be the isotropy group over x 0 . Then there is an exact sequence [3] John Stallings, in [4] , has put this result in a purely algebraic setting; namely, if a group G admits a finite resolution, then, if Z(G) is nontrivial, the (suitably defined) Euler-Poincaré number is zero.
Alexander's Duality and the last corollary gives us a result suggested by L. P. Neuwirth. 
